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Answer the questions and return to SIMCamps  |  14202 N 73rd Ave. | Peoria, AZ 85381.  Please print legibly. 

First and Last Name:  ________________________________________  Age:  __________ 

E-mail Address:  _______________________________________    Text Number: ________________ 

Giving: 
Do I have to give as a teenager? 
 

 What’s your favorite gift you’ve ever given to someone else?  
 
What made it special?  
 
How did the person respond? 
 
 
 

 What was the hardest thing you’ve ever had to give up? Why was it so hard? 
 
 
 

WHAT THE BIBLE HAS TO SAY ABOUT IT: 
Have you thought much about the concept of giving? Maybe your family gives gifts 
for Christmas or for birthdays. Or maybe you’ve given a boyfriend or girlfriend a gift. 
But have you ever thought about giving to God? More than likely, you see that kind 
of giving as only for old people with jobs and budgets and bills. And that makes 
sense because many people talk about giving as if it's just about money. But that's 
not quite right. Giving isn’t as much about the money as it is about what’s going on inside the giver. Second 
Corinthians 9:7 puts it this way: "Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver." Paul, who wrote that, is saying that giving is about what happens 
inside of you. It’s the right heart and mindset that matter, not just robotically following a rule. And Matthew 6:21 
challenges us to think about how our heart is tied to our things. "For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also." 

Think about this: are you hoarding your stuff, or are you someone who gives freely? What about your time, your 
resources, or your talents? Do you hoard those? Someone who gives freely understands that life with Jesus isn't 
about putting yourself first; it's about putting God and God's plans first. If we really do care deeply about God and 
his kingdom, we will want to give freely and often out of whatever we have offer—be it time, energy, creativity, 
money, or something else. 

  



   
© LeaderTreks 

2 

 

Mark 12:41–44  

The Widow’s Offering 

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich 
people threw in large amounts.42 But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 

43 Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.44 They all gave out of 
their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

 

2 Corinthians 9:12–15 

12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to 
God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of 
the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to 
you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
 

Questions: 
 What was so special about the widow’s small offering? 

 
 
 

 Do you know anyone who gives generously even though they don't have a lot? (Remember, giving 
doesn’t have to mean “money.”)  
 
Why do you think they would do that? 
 
 
 

 What does generosity have to do with thankfulness? 
 
 
 

 Other than money, what are a few things you received from God that you could give back to him in 
thanks? 
 
 
 

 
A SECOND LOOK: 

Other than money, what can you give to further God's kingdom? Here's an 
example: The Toyota car company could have just given money to support a 
local soup kitchen, but they saw a different opportunity to give. You see, Toyota 
is very efficient, and they noticed that the soup kitchen was very inefficient. So, 
Toyota decided to donate some efficiency. They sent their experts to spend time 
at the soup kitchen, analyzing the process and giving recommendations. And 
with their help, the time people spent waiting in long lines for a meal went from 
90 minutes to 15 minutes. It would have been easier to just give money, but by 
donating efficiency, more people benefited in tangible ways. 
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But don’t forget that it’s also important to give financially. John Fairfax was in the newspaper business back 
when that line of work was a big moneymaker. Eventually, Fairfax was able to grow his newspaper business 
into the largest one in Australia. In other words, he had a lot of money. So, what did he do with it? Well, there's 
something else you should know about him. Fairfax was also passionate about Jesus. He had a deep, 
prayerful relationship with Christ that cultivated in him the root of a giving spirit, and he wanted to give freely 
from his wealth. He understood that the money he made didn’t belong to him—it belonged to God. And he 
wanted it to be used to further God's plans for the world. So, Fairfax used his wealth to build hospitality homes 
and to support churches. He built seminaries and supported the arts. He invested his money in God's kingdom. 
And while he made a lot of money, what he treasured most was eternal: God’s kingdom and other people. 
Most of us fall somewhere on the spectrum between the poor widow and John Fairfax, but the same principles 
apply to everyone. God has given us everything, so we should give generously to the kingdom of God.  
 
Questions: 

 The people at Toyota were creative in their generosity. They gave something they knew they were 
good at. What are you especially good at?  
 
How can you give generously out of your unique talents? 
 
 
 

 How are the poor widow from the story in Mark and John Fairfax similar? 
 
 
 

 Fairfax found things he was passionate about (churches, seminaries, and the arts), and gave back to 
God by supporting those things. What are some things you’re passionate about?  
 
How can you give your time, talents, and yes, even money to God by supporting those things? 
 
 
 

 Amy Carmichael said, "You can give without loving, but you cannot love without giving."  What does 
she mean by that?  
 
Do you agree with her? 
 
 
 

 
LIVE IT OUT: Stuff Inventory 

 Give an estimate: 

How many things are in your closet?  

How many things are in your room?  

How many things are in your car?  

How many things are in your locker?  

How much time in the last week have you spent 
searching the internet and learning about stuff you don’t have? 

 

How much time in the last week did you spend 
worrying about the stuff you have, or wishing you had more? 
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What is the next thing you really want to buy or get as a gift?  

How much time have you spent thinking about it?  

How many times have you gone shopping in the last month?  

How much of that shopping was for stuff you needed? % 

How much of that shopping was for stuff you wanted? % 

Name three things your friends have that you wish you had: 

 

Name the last 10 things you bought for or gave to someone in need: 

 
 
 
Questions: 

 Are you surprised by the amount of stuff you have?  
Are you surprised by the amount of time you spend thinking about stuff you have or want?  
Why or why not? 
 
 
 

 Have you thanked God for the many things he’s blessed you with? 
 
 
 

 Do you need all of this stuff?  
Would any of these things help someone else if you gave them away? 
 
 
 

 Do you find giving away your stuff (to a sibling, friend, or charity) easy or hard? Why? 
 
 
 

 
APPLY IT: 
What’s one way you can practice giving this week?  
 
 
 
  
 
 
THINK ABOUT IT: 
 “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose." – Jim Elliott 

 
 "Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all you produce," (Prov. 3:9). 
 
 “The only things we can keep are the things we freely give to God," – C.S. Lewis 

Want to earn $5 off on 
your next teen camp?  
Answer the questions on 
this devotional and send it 
back to:  SIMCamp 
Devotional, 14202 N 73rd 
Ave., Peoria, AZ 85381. 


